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This report provides an overview of Nebraska DOT- Division of Aeronautics activities. Aviation touches 

our lives in many ways.  It is the Divisionõs hope that this report will be a great source of information and a 

tool for understanding both aviation in Nebraska and the Division. Many thanks to the Divisionõs 

professional staff for their efforts in putting this report together. For additional information about the 

services of the Nebraska DOT- Division of Aeronautics please visit our home page at 

www.aero.nebraska.gov.   

 

NEBRASKA DOT- DIVISION OF AERONAUTICS 

3431 Aviation Road, Suite 150 

Lincoln, Nebraska 68524 

Phone: 402-471-2371, FAX: 402-471-2906 

 

http://www.aero.nebraska.gov/
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FROM THE DIRECTOR 
Ronnie Mitchell 

The big news for 2017 was combining the Department of Roads and 

the Department of Aeronautics into a Nebraska Department of 

Transportation (NDOT). At least two previous administrations looked 

at this concept and decided not to; however, Governor Ricketts 

determined the time was right as there were only seven states that did 

not have a Department of Transportation. 

In September, 2016, Governor Ricketts had asked myself and Kyle 

Schneweis (Director of Roads) to study combining Aeronautics with 

Roads and forming a Department of Transportation. We began the 

study and eventually had a series of eight meetings while conducting 

somewhere between 60-80 hours of research. Legislation was introduced on January 12, 2017, by Senator 

Friesen (Chairman of the committee) on behalf of Governor Ricketts. January 30, 2017, a public hearing 

was held in the Transportation and Telecommunications Committee hearing room concerning LB339, a bill 

to merge Department of Roads with Aeronautics and form a Department of Transportation (DOT). Once 

passed by the Senate it then went to Governor Ricketts for his signature and became effective July 1st, 2017. 

 

Transfer of the Department of Aeronautics into the DOT was seamless as we made the move as a Division 

reporting to the Director-State Engineer who will also be the head of the DOT. The intent is that the 

òDivision of Aeronauticsó will not be buried underneath levels of bureaucracy thus ensuring our same high 

level of customer service. Personnel at our great system of public use airports shouldnõt notice any change 

as our office is located in the same building at the Lincoln Airport and they will be speaking with the same 

people they have spoken to in the past. We will still have a five member Aeronautics Commission who will 

continue to do the same great job they have done in the past. 

 

Advantages of forming a DOT remain mostly with Aeronautics. Sharing of resources, both equipment and 

personnel, are where cost savings of $93,838 annually will occur. We did look at sharing paint striping 

trucks but after a test run at the Beatrice Airport, we discovered it was not a practical solution. Weõve had 

difficulty filling one position on the Pavement Preservation Team and with formation of the DOT we are 

able to utilize an individual from a Roads District Office nearest the airfield where work needs to be done, 

thus saving overnight travel and personnel costs. Additionally, two accountant positions will be funded by 

the DOT but the positions would be assigned to Aeronautics freeing up those costs. In turn those funds 

could then be utilized to assist our public use airports. As we move along with the process other savings 

will take place and perhaps additional sources of revenue will be available to assist our public use airports. 

 

During our October Commission meeting we were able to provide $304,000 for grants to Nebraska 

airports to assist with their airport improvement projects. This is the most monies weõve been able to 

provide to our airports in several years and credit for the most part is directly due to formation of the 

NDOT. 

 

We cannot rest on our laurels but must continue to strive for improvement each and every day. 
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 AERONAUTICS COMMISSION 
 

The Nebraska Aeronautics Commission was originally established in 1935. It is a five-

member commission appointed by the Governor with each member serving for five years.  

One commission member is appointed or reappointed each year in March. The members 

of the commission receive no salary but are reimbursed for their actual expenses related 

to agency functions. Per Nebraska Revised Statutes Section 3-104, the commissionõs 

primary functions are: 

Q allocate State funds and approve the use of Federal funds to be spent for the 

construction or maintenance of airport projects, 

Q designate the location, and approve the sites of airports, 

Q arrange and authorize the purchase of aircraft on behalf of the State, 

Q select and approve pilots to be employed by State agencies, and 

Q assist the Director in formulating the regulations and policies to be carried out by 

the department under the terms of the State Aeronautics Department Act. 

Aeronautics Commissioners: 

Dorothy Anderson 
Holdrege, Nebraska 

2018* 

Michael Cook, Chairperson 
Bellevue, Nebraska 

2022* 

Diana Smith 
Beatrice, Nebraska 

2019* 

Dick Trail 
McCook, Nebraska 

2021* 

Terri Wachter, 
Pierce, Nebraska 

2020* 

*Indicates year term expires 
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 DIVISION MISSION & GOALS 
MISSION: 

Encourage and Facilitate the Development and Use of Aviation in Nebraska 

BRAND: 

Good Life. Great Destinations. 

The Nebraska DOT- Division of Aeronautics (NDOT) is a service division created in 1945 

under Nebraska Revised Statutes, Chapter 3, for the purpose of furthering public interest and 

aeronautical progress within the state. The Division is dedicated to carrying out the Nebraska 

Aviation System Plan to aid in ensuring a safe, viable, and sustainable air transportation system 

that enhances the stateõs economy and quality of life; and provide safe, reliable and efficient air 

transportation with aviation services to support all state governmental entities. The Division is 

committed to the development of strategic plans, problem-solving processes that address 

statewide aviation issues, coordinating and managing aviation-related legislative issues, 

participating in multi-modal transportation coordination, and providing outreach to aviation 

constituents and airport sponsors and users throughout the State of Nebraska.   

The Divisionõs goals include: 

Q developing aviation as an integral part of Nebraskaõs transportation system,  

Q encouraging aviation-related economic development that links the state, country, and 

world as a significant mode of transportation, 

Q creating and implementing strategies to protect and improve the Stateõs aviation system, 

Q supporting the efficient modernization of Nebraskaõs airport system, emphasizing 
operational safety and security, 

Q maintaining a system of navigational aids that supplement the federal system,  

Q assisting eligible public-use airports to preserve and maintain paved airport surfaces 

through maintenance and rehabilitation, 

Q upgrading and maintaining the state-owned aircraft fleet,  

Q supporting aviation education, and 

Q providing safe and efficient air transportation for all branches of state government. 

 



 

 N E B R A S K A  D O T-  D I V I S I O N  O F  A E R O N A U T I C S 

 
Page 6 

 2017 
 

 ANNUAL REPORT  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Page Intentionally Left Blank 

 

 

 

 



 

 N E B R A S K A  D O T-  D I V I S I O N  O F  A E R O N A U T I C S 

 
Page 7 

 2017 
 

 ANNUAL REPORT  

 DIVISION STRUCTURE 
 

The Nebraska DOT- Division of Aeronautics serves all public-use airports in the state and the general 

public regarding aviation related issues with a staff of 19 professionals. The Division is comprised of the 

director, his staff assistant, and deputy director/legal counsel in addition to five sub-Divisions, which are 

discussed below. 

This past July, the Division experienced a reorganization due to Legislative Bill 339. This bill merged the 

Nebraska Department of Roads and the Department of Aeronautics into the Nebraska Department of 
Transportation under the direction of Kyle Schneweis. The purpose of this restructuring is to unite the 

direction of Nebraskaõs transportation to become more efficient and effective. òThis merger of our 

infrastructure-focused agencies is creating efficiencies, which will allow us to put more money into 

runways and roads without sacrificing jobs,ó said Governor Ricketts.  òWith a unified agency focused on 

Nebraskaõs transportation needs, this team will be able to take a long-term, more strategic view towards 

building the 21st-century infrastructure we need to grow Nebraska.ó 

 

The Director, Deputy Director/ Legal Counsel, and Staff Assistant  along with the Accounting 

and Support Division  provide essential operational services and support to the agency as a whole, as 

well as to the Nebraska Aeronautics Commission. The Division is responsible for: 

Q office and personnel management, 

Q procurement, budget, and finance management, 

Q legal support, 

Q accounting services/support including payroll and billing, 

Q fixed asset management, 

Q legislative coordination, 

Q public outreach and relations, 

Q administrative rule coordination, and  

Q policy direction and implementation. 

 

Three State -Owned Airfields  are managed, maintained, and operated by the Division as active airports.  

The airfields were deeded to the Division as World War II surplus property. The locations of the State-

Owned Airfields are: 

Q Fairmont, Nebraska - Fairmont State Airfield, 

Q Harvard, Nebraska - Harvard State Airfield, and  

Q Scribner, Nebraska - Scribner State Airfield. 

Q The Division also manages land at the site of the former Bruning State Airfield, Bruning, Nebraska.  

The Bruning State Airfield was closed in 1976.   
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DIVISION STRUCTURE 
 

The Navigational Aids Division  is located at the Kearney Municipal Airport for efficient centralized 

deployment of technical staff throughout the State of Nebraska.  The technical staff maintains navigational 

facilities and systems in accordance with Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Standards for the 

support of the National Airspace System. The Division is responsible for: 

Q installation, maintenance, and operation of the state-owned navigational aids, 

Q the majority of Automated Weather Observation Systems (AWOSõs) in Nebraska and their 

dissemination into the FAAõs National Data Interchange Network (NADIN), and 

Q manage registration of all radio frequencies on both the navigational aids and the AWOS sites 

they maintain. 

 

The Operations Division  is an active participant within the aviation community in Nebraska and provides 

air transportation for state government. The Division is responsible for:  

Q operating and managing state owned aircraft,  

Q renting and chartering aircraft for state use, 

Q publishing the State Airport Directory and bi-monthly PIREPS newsletter, 

Q participating in the annual American Legion Cornhusker Boysõ State and American Legion 
Auxiliary Cornhusker Girlsõ State, 

Q organizing an annual youth aviation art contest and judging for state winners, and 

Q participating in youth career fairs. 

 

The Engineering Division  is comprised of the Planning and Project Management Sections. The Planning 

and Project Management Sections work in harmony with each other in order to sustain the vitality of 

Nebraskaõs statewide aviation system; therefore, the duties and responsibilities of these sections blend 

together to include: 

Q coordinating with 80 airport sponsors to develop 20-year capital improvement plans, 

Q reviewing airport improvements for fiscal responsibility and value, 

Q conducting airport inspections to identify discrepancies with safety and airport licensing 

standards, 

Q issuing building permits for structures over 150-ft in height, 

Q maintaining a searchable database regarding meteorological evaluation tower locations, 

Q administering public-use airport Disadvantaged Business Enterprise programs, 

Q processing state and federal grant payments, 

Q coordinating and reviewing land acquisition projects, 

Q coordinating consultant selection activities for airport sponsors, 

Q preparing and reviewing airport hazard area zoning documents, 

Q administering state Hangar and Fuel Loan Programs, 

Q inspecting/evaluating airport pavements, as required by federal agreements, 

Q preparing pavement preservation/maintenance plans, as required by federal agreements, 
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DIVISION STRUCTURE 
 

Q acting as agent for airport sponsors, and 

Q completing environmental assessments to comply with National Environmental Protection Act 

(NEPA). 

 

The pavement maintenance program operates within the engineering Division and provides cost-effective 

services to enhance safety and maintenance of airport pavement. All public-use airports have access to the 

pavement maintenance program, which aids in extending the useful life of pavement and protecting the initial 

investment of pavement construction.  Specifically, the services provided are: 

Q pavement marking, 

Q crack and joint sealing, and 

Q seal coats and pavement rehabilitation. 

 

Many of the duties and responsibilities listed above are provided to public-use airports by the Engineering 

Division through a contractual agreement (i.e., Agency Agreement). The Agency Agreement is in accordance 
with, and for the purpose of complying with, the laws of the State of Nebraska, Sections 3-124 and 3-329.   
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 DIVISION FINANCIALS 
Division  Revenue Robin Edwards  
In 2017, NDOT- Division of Aeronautics received revenue from the following: 

Q Aviation Gasoline (avgas) and Jet Fuel.   These excise taxes are restricted revenue and the primary 

funding sources of the Division.  The tax consists of five (5) cents and three (3) cents per gallon on each 

taxable gallon of avgas and jet fuel, respectively, sold in Nebraska.  These funds are deposited into the 

Divisionõs cash fund to be used to operate the Division and provide programs, grants, and loans to 

Nebraska airports.   

Q Federal AIP.   Nebraska statutes require federal funds to be channeled through the Division as agent for 

public-use airports. The Division distributes the federal funds as directed by the Federal Aviation 

Administration (FAA) through federal grants that are issued to airports for improvement projects.    

Q Aviation Trust.  These are restricted funds derived from the sale of excess land at the state-owned 

airfields.  Income from the trust is used to support operation of the state-owned airfields.  After all airfield 

needs are met and upon application to the FAA, income from the trust and the state-owned airfields may 

be used to support the Navigational Aids Division and state grants to eligible airports. 

Q Additional Sources.   This revenue includes that derived from the operations of state-owned-airfields 

(restricted for use on the state-owned airfields), reimbursement from the FAA and airports for work 

done on AIP projects, reimbursement from other state agencies and officials for use of the state aircraft, 

sale of surplus property, interest earned on the Division cash fund, reimbursement from Nebraska airports 

for navigational aids maintenance, and repayment of hangar and fuel storage loans.   

Division Expenses vs. Division Revenues*  

 
*Federal AIP pass through monies are excluded from this chart 

 
NOTE: The substantial increase in 2016 expenses is due to the cost of reconstructing the runway at the Scribner State Airfield (Total Cost in 2016 was 
$2,696,962).  It took over a decade to accumulate sufficient funds in the state-owned airfields account to accomplish this project. 
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Summary of 2017 calendar year revenues and expenditures with out  Federal AIP Pass Through . 
 

 
 

2017 DIVISION  REVENUE 

Without Federal AIP Pass Through  

 
 

 

 
 

Avgas & Jet Fuel Excise Tax $1,591,442.43 

Aviation Trust $138,888.54 

Additional Sources  

     All Other $1,492,931.39 

 Total Revenue  $3,223,262.36 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

2017 DIVISION  EXPENDITURES  

Without Federal AIP Pass Through  
 
 
 

 Dept. Salaries & Benefits $1,341,954.24 

 Grants & Loans 

 AIP Grant Match $46,855.77 

 State Grants $99,574.81 

 Fuel Loans $0.00 

 Hangar Loans $413,765.93 

 Pavement Preservation $0.00 

 Legal Fees NPE Transfer $287.00 

 Administration $209,749.02 

 Flight Operations  $165,871.70 

 Navigational Aids $98,105.34 

 Planning & Projects $86,580.39 

 State-Owned Airfields $177,195.48 

 Civil Air Patrol Funding $40,200.00 

 Total Expenditure  $2,680,139.68 
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DIVISION FINANCIALS 
 

Summary of 2017 calendar year revenues and expenditures with Federal AIP Pass Through . 
 
 

 

2017 DIVISION  REVENUE 

With Federal AIP Pass Through  

 
 

 

 
  

 Federal AIP Pass Through $11,984,729.00 

 Avgas & Jet Fuel Excise Tax $1,591,442.43 

 Aviation Trust $138,888.54 

 Additional Sources  

 All Other $1,492,931.39 

 Total Revenue  $15,207,991.36 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 DIVISION  EXPENDITURES  

With Federal AIP Pass Through  

 
 

 
 

 Federal AIP Pass Through $12,461,638.00 

 Dept. Salaries & Benefits $1,341,954.24 

 Grants & Loans 

 AIP Grant Match $46,855.77 

 State Grant $99,574.81 

 Fuel Loans $0.00 

 Hangar Loans $413,765.93 

 Pavement Preservation $0.00 

 Legal Fees NPE Transfer $287.00 

 Administration $209,749.02 

 Flight Operations  $165,871.70 

 Navigational Aids $98,105.34 

 Planning & Projects $86,580.39 

 State-Owned Airfields $177,195.48 

 Civil Air Patrol Funding $40,200.00 

 Total Expenditure  $15,141,777.68 
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DIVISION  ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
 
 

Airport Improvements  Anna Lannin  
The Division continues to assist airport sponsors in obtaining federal grants and complying with grant 

requirements. A majority of federal funds must pass through the Division by state law. The Division also 

administers the stateõs grant and loan programs. The following tables illustrate the federal funding for 

airport improvement projects.  

 

The majority of airport projects in Nebraska are completed with assistance from the federal Airport 

Improvement Program (AIP). To be eligible for funding through this program, several criteria must be 

met.  They include: 

¶ The airport must be open to the public and licensed by the Division, 

¶ The airport must be included in the NPIAS (National Plan for Integrated Airport Systems), 

¶ General aviation airports must be classified and have adequate based aircraft, 

¶ The airport sponsor must agree to FAA Federal Grant Assurances, 

¶ The project requested must be eligible and justified as determined by the FAA. 

 

In Nebraska, 73 of the public-use airports qualify for funding through AIP.   

 

 
KEY:  Blue Coded Airports eligible for AIP funds.  The red coded airports must rely on state and local funds.  

 

  



 

 

 N E B R A S K A  D O T-  D I V I S I O N  O F  A E R O N A U T I C S 

 
Page 16 

 

DIVISION ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
 

 

FEDERAL FUNDING 
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2017 FEDERAL AIP PROJECTS  
 FEDERAL GRANT   

AIRPORT  AMOUNT  PROJECT DESCRIPTION  

Ainsworth $467,000 Seal Coat Runways 

Alliance $265,950 Runway 8/26 rehab engineering 

Aurora $465,00 Runway Rehab 

Beatrice $366,00 Runway Rehab 

Crete $853,768 Hangar 

David City $265,500 Seal Coat 

Fairbury $782,000 Hangar 

Falls City $288,000 Hangar rehab 

Grand Island $1,765,928 Crack & joint seal 

Hartington $780,900 Hangar 

Hebron $884,700 Apron (taxilanes), fuel 

Holdrege $763,300 Hangar 

Kearney $10,714,000 Runway rehab, construction 

Kimball $375,000 MIRL, MITL, and REIL 

Norfolk $2,300,190 

Storm sewer construction, surveying and engineering services 

for seal coat 

North Platte $728,705 Replace wildlife fence, passenger boarding ramp 

hΩbŜƛƭƭ $247,00 Beacon, wind cone, signs, REIL 

Omaha Eppley $4,185,750 Reconstruct cargo apron 

Omaha MLE $459,000 MITL 

Pawnee City $537,800 Hangar 

Plattsmouth $2,917,198 Hangar and taxiway 

Rushville $189,000 SRE 

Sidney $262,800 ALP 

Wayne $2,308,390 Partial parallel taxiway 

York $675,000 Mark & joint seal 

Total $32,769,879  
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2017 - STATE OF NEBRASKA AIRPORT FUNDING  
State Grant Funds Blair- Taxilane/ Apron  $90,793 

(Allocations) Burwell- Obstruction removal  $405 

 Hebron- Obstruction removal  $10,548 

 Loup City- Obstruction removal  $9,000 

 Alliance- Rehabilitate Runway 8/26  $55494 

 Aurora- Rehabilitate Runway 16/34  $64,637 

 Beatrice- Rehabilitate Runway 14/32  $63,593 

 Oshkosh- Rehabilitate Runway 12/30  $9,960 

 Total   $304,430 

    

Hangar Loan  

(Allocations) 
 

Chadron ð Shop Hangar 

 

$66,118 

Gordon- Hangar door replacement $22,000 

Hartington ð 6-Place T-Hangar $38,834 

Pender- 4 Place T-Hangar $4,433 

Thedford- 4 Place T-Hangar $263,643 

 Total   $395,028 

    

Fuel Loan  Ogallala- Replace credit card control  $10,672 

(Allocations)    

 Total   $10,672 

 

 

 

 

STATE GRANT  ALLOCATIONS   
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Crack/Joint Sealing and Marking Programs  Russ Gasper 

Nebraska airports have access to crack/joint sealing and pavement marking.  These programs were developed as 

a cost-effective service that enhances airport safety and extends pavement life. The Division supplies two 

personnel, as well as the equipment and materials. The airport sponsor provides a minimum of one airport 

employee to assist with the work. The charge rate covers the actual costs. With the combining of the Nebraska 

Departments of Roads and Aeronautics into the Nebraska Department of Transportation, Aeronautics retained 

one individual for this crew and the local highway districts provide the second individual for the crew. 
 Crack/Joints Sealed, feet 167,813 

 Airports Visited for Crack/Joint Sealing 5 
 State Parks Visited for Crack/Joint Sealing 0 

 Pavement Marking/Painted, square feet 64,560 
 Airports Visited for Marking 6 
Crew consisted of one person and assistance from NDOT local highway districts 
 

Airport Pavement Inspections  Russ Gasper 

Since 1985, the Division regularly evaluates/inspects pavements at Nebraska public-use airports using the Pavement 
Condition Index (PCI) to describe/evaluate pavements on a scale of 1 to 100.  Pavement inspections are a requirement 

of the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) every three years for airports to be eligible for federal funds. The FAA 
reimburses the Division for these services.  The average PCI for primary pavements (i.e., main runways, taxiways, and 

aprons) in the state is 87.188. The value is constantly improving due to AIP paving projects. The following airports were 
inspected during 2017: 

Ainsworth Albion Bassett Beatrice Broken Bow Central City 
Chadron Columbus Crete David City Falls City Fremont 
Gordon Grand Island Holdrege Hyannis Minden Nebraska City 

Pawnee City Plattsmouth Rushville Tecumseh Thedford Valentine 
Wahoo Kearney Lincoln 

 

Navigational Aids  Marcy Meyer  
The Navigational Aids Division (NAVAIDS), located at Kearney Regional Airport, is centrally located in Nebraska to 

provide effective and efficient customer focused response to the Nebraska airports we serve.  The technical staff 
maintains navigational facilities and weather systems in accordance with Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 

standards that support the National Airspace System. During 2017, the Division maintained NDBõs (14), VORõs (7) with 
DMEõs (4) collocated and AWOS (20).   

 
Airport Licensing  Russ Gasper 

In accordance with Nebraska Administrative Code 17, the Division provides licensing inspections for all public-use 
airports.  Public-use airports are inspected at least every three (3) years, with a license being issued if the safety 

standards are met or exceeded.  Inspections may be used by the airport to assist with local height restriction zoning 
and to review notices of construction that may conflict with airport zoning.  The following airports were inspected 

during 2017: 

Ainsworth Albion Auburn Bassett Beatrice Broken Bow 
Central City Chadron Chappell Columbus Crete David City 

Falls City Fremont Gordon Grand Island Holdrege Hyannis 
Hay Springs Hebron Minden Nebraska City Pawnee City Plattsmouth 
Rushville Tecumseh Thedford Valentine Wahoo South Sioux City 
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Airport Directory  David Morris  

The Nebraska Airport Directory was published and distributed in January 2017.  The directory is published every other 
year; and will be published/distributed again in January 2019.  Due to the continued strong demand for the directory, 

the number of directories printed is being maintained at 4,500. 

 
Air Transportation                                                                                                                           David Morris  

During 2017, 9 Nebraska governmental state agencies utilized the state-owned or operated aircraft for a total of 119.7 
hours, which converts to approximately 27,904 total statute miles.  The aerial photo camera was removed from the 

Navajo and sold.  The camera equipment was not replaced.  Due to the lack of flight time for the Navajo, the aircraft 
was listed for sale through Oracle Aviation, located at the Omaha ð Millard Airport.  The Navajo was flown a total of 

4.3 hours, which converts to approximately 731 statute miles.  Of the total hours the Navajo was flown (4.3), 3.4 hours 
was for the purpose of the agency bimonthly newsletter PIREPS, and .9 hours was toward pilot training and currency.  

The King Air was used exclusively for personnel transport.  Of the total hours flown for state-owned or operated 
aircraft (119.7), the King Air was flown 97.3 hours, which converts to approximately 24,325 total statute miles.    The 

Rental Aircraft is used for transport of personnel as well as low level survey flights for Game & Parks.  Of the total 
hours flown for Rental Aircraft (18.1), 12.0 hours was for the purpose of low level survey flights and 6.1 hours was for 

the purpose of transporting personnel.  During 2016, the Department began providing pilot services for the University 
of Nebraskaõs (UNL) Center for Advanced Land Management Information Technologies (CALMIT).  This program is 
recognized as a center-of-excellence for education and research focused on Remote Sensing, Geographic Information 

Systems and Global Positioning Systems. The total hours flown for CALMIT (16.9) converts to approximately 2,366 
statute miles.  CALMIT flights consisted of one NDOT ðDivision of Aeronautics crew member and one UNL technician.  

A summary of the aircraft operation hours are presented below. 
 

Aircraft  Number  Hours  

King Air 84NE 97.3* 

Navajo 100NE 4.3* 

Rental 739BM 8.2 

Rental 901DC 9.9 

UNL Owned 186CA 16.9 

TOTAL HOURS FLOWN  136.6 
*Includes  hours for aircraft maintenance/testing operations and pilot proficiency testing (i.e. 3.5  hours for King Air and .9 hours for Navajo).   

 

Aviation Art Contest 2017                                                                                                              David Morris  
Since 1986, the Department has co-sponsored an aviation art contest for the benefit of Nebraskaõs youth.  This contest 

is in conjunction with the Fédération Aéronautique Internationale (FAI), the National Association of State Aviation 
Officials (NASAO), the National Aeronautic Association (NAA),  Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, Prescott, Ken 
Cook Co. and the National Coalition for Aviation and Space Education (NCASE).  The program goal is to motivate and 

encourage young people to become more familiar with and participate in aeronautics, engineering, math, and science.  
There are three categories of contestants, ranging from 6 ð17 years of age.  This year there were 146 participants with 

the theme of òBeyond the Cloudsó.  This was an excellent opportunity for our youth to grab their favorite artistõs 
tools and create a poster celebrating their thoughts about aviation òBeyond the Cloudsó.  After judging was completed 

at the State level, the contest was wrapped up with an awards ceremony on April 8 at the Nebraska Air National Guard 
Squadron Headquarters auditorium to recognize the winners for their accomplishments and showcase their art work.   
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The top three entries in the state competition, in each age group, are forwarded to Washington, D.C. to be judged in 

the national competition.  The first, second and third place finishers at the national competition from each age group 
are forwarded to FAI headquarters in Lausanne, Switzerland for international judging.  Winners of the international 
competition receive gold, silver or bronze medals.  The following is the 2017 list of Nebraska winners and honorable 

mentions: 

 Category I  Category II  Category III  

 Junior (Age 6-9) Intermediate (Age 10-13) Senior (Age  14-17) 

Finish Name  City  Name  City  Name  City  

1st Joseph Timperley Omaha Madison Peterson Gretna Felicity Ramsey Waverly 

2nd Isaac Pavlik Verdigre Justin Hollister Grand Island Anthony Zaner Gretna 

3rd Luigi Forgione Lincoln Cole Coppersmith Omaha Rachel Lange Raymond 

       
Honorable Mentions  
Kieran Bear-Gretna Lucy Zabuodil-Gretna Sofia Perez-Grand Island Sydney Cook-Belgrade 
Wensi Cui-Lincoln Ashlyn Alberti-Grand Island Jakob Richey-Table Rock Brandi Gansebom-Osmond 

Olivia Cupp-Whiteman-Eagle Alex Buescher-Lincoln DõAndray Rocha-Grand Island Summer Key-Niobrara 
Bailey Lauritsen-Gretna Alyssa Frey-Pawnee City Jackson Timperley-Omaha Alyssa Hoyt-Gretna 
Sadie Maderak-Gretna Lauren Gieselman-Omaha Olivia Villotta-Omaha McKinley Matlock-Omaha 

Cody Vosler-Scribner Austin Herr-Humboldt Kathryn Wegner-Gretna Mikayla Shultz-Raymond 
Beth Wegner-Gretna          Isaac White-Valparaiso                 Claire Wilson-Raymond 
  

Individuals achieving the level of Honorable Mention are recognized by a Certificate of Achievement from the NDOT 

ðDivision of Aeronautics. Those achieving  1st, 2nd or 3rd place also receive a Certificate of Achievement from the 

NDOT ðDivision of Aeronautics as well as a trophy and a print of their winning entry.  Beginning this year each  1st, 

2nd or 3rd place winner  received a check for:  1st Place $150, 2nd Place $100.00 and 3rd Place $75.00.  This money was 

donated by the Nebraska Aviation Council (NAC). 
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The following is the year end (December 201 7) monthly dashboard  
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